The second Assignment (THREE PAGES).

The claim is “Too much sugar causes hyperactivity in children”.



1. Which type of claim is it: Frequency, Association, or Causal?  EXPLAIN your answer.




2.  Search for and read ONE primary source of evidence related to this claim (i.e., a peer-reviewed scientific journal article written by the researchers themselves). If you begin with a media article or other non-scientific website (secondary source), find the original research journal article described in the secondary source. You could begin with a simple Google search of the question related to the claim, but again, you'll want to find a primary research source, perhaps from a link in a secondary source, through scholar.google.com (Links to an external site.), or better yet, in the library's PsycArticles + PsycInfo. WHERE did you find evidence? Provide the researcher's name, year of publications, and weblink or "digital object identifier" (doi) for the article or the abstract you evaluated.


For example, if I were investigating the claim that "Humans use 10% of their brain capacity," I might start by Googling "Percent of brain humans use," which would bring me to this secondary source media article.  (Links to an external site.)From here, I would select the link for the "study published (Links to an external site.)" mentioned in the media article, which would bring me to the primary source journal article, in this case, a systematic review of several studies. So, my answer to this question would be: Herculano-Houzel (2009), doi: 10.3389/neuro.09.031.2009 (Links to an external site.



3. WHAT did the evidence say? Briefly describe the researcher's methods and conclusions. If you do not have access to the full article, briefly describe the Abstract for the article, in your own words.


4. What TYPE of evidence was it? List only the types of evidence the researcher produced.
 
Case study
 
Survey
 
Correlational study
 
Quasi-experimental study
 
Longitudinal study
 
Controlled Experimental study
 
Systematic review or meta-analysis of many studies


5. Evaluate whether the types of methods used in the study (descriptive, correlational, or experimental) appropriately matched the type of claim (frequency, association, or causal).


6. RATE the strength of the evidence on a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being the strongest), and EXPLAIN why you gave that rating.

